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Animal Totems

MISSOULA CLAY Where does it come from?
THE EARTH + TIME + A SPECIAL PLACE

Why is Missoula clay awesome? It is special to where we live. You
can only find this exact mix of clay right here, where the mountain
rocks and glacial lake mixed up this recipe!

Clay is created over thousands or millions of years through Weather-

ing.

WEATHERING rain, wind, gravity, and more erode solid rock into smaller
pieces.

Very small pieces of certain types of rock create clay. This clay was
left in the Missoula valley by moving water coming down from the
mountains that slowed down enough for the tiniest particles of rock to
settle to the bottom of the lake bed in this very valley.
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See the next page for some Native American Cultural Education Resources!
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SET YOUR ANIMAL FREE!

Finally, think about where your animal might like to live. You can find an
environment in your yard, in a nearby park, at the edge of a river. After the clay
dries, place your animal in its environment and set it free! It will melt back into
the earth where the clay originally came from and become part of its environ-
ment, its special place. If you want, you can visit your animal and see how it
WEATHERS back into tiny rock pieces over time as it returns to the earth!

Want to learn more about animals and their importance to Native American
cultures? These are a sampling of resources created by and about Native
Americans.

K-2nd grade:

Read the book, Sometimes I Feel Like A Fox by Danielle Daniel, Groundwood Books,
2017. A book by an Ojibwe storyteller exploring the meaning of totems and clans.
All Ages:

Watch the playlist “Ojibwe Clans” by 7 Generation Games on YouTube

Watch the Zuni creation story, “How Coyote and Eagle Stole the Sun and Moon™ by
Erica Pretty Eagle on YouTube.

13-15yrs:

Read the book, jak’s Story by Aaron Bell, Dundurn, 2010, A YA novel exploring Ojib-
we connections to the land.

For Teachers and Parents:

3rd Grade Lesson Plan: “Animal Adaptations”, taught through the oral histories of
the Crow Tribe or Apsaalooke people of Montana. Visit http://www.opi.mt.gov and
visit the Indian Education for All page, then Indian Education Classroom Resources.
Under Science, this is the first lesson.

p.s. Montana has lots of resources for Indian Education For All here, with many essen-
tial lesson plans and links to other educational resources.

Have Fun! And send us a photograph info@theclaystudioofmissoula.org
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